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A Study on the Attitudes of Preschool Teachers toward Inclusive Education and
their Need for Professional Skills

Wei Chun Hua Yang Chiao Yu Wang Ming Chuan

National Taitung University = Taitung county Pao Sang Elementary School = National Taitung University

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to explore the attitudes of preschool teachers toward inclusive education, the
allocation of special

children, and their need for professional skills. The subjects consist of 316 teachers from various public
and private indergartens and day-care centers in Taitung County. This study employed questionnaire to
survey the attitudes of teachers, and the resulting

data was statistically analyzed according to independent-sample T-test, one-way ANOVA, and linear
regression.The study discovered that :

1. The overall needs of preschool teachers tend to be positive.

2. The attitudes of those teachers with qualifications on early andspecial education tend to be more
positive in the category of “influence on average children.”

3. “Related qualification on education” notably affects the attitudetoward “influence on average
children.”

4. Teachers tend to allocate slightly-retarded children in average classrooms under individual
consultation, while heavily-retarded children tend to be allocated in isolated special classrooms and social
welfare institutions.

5. Compared with teachers who work in the country, those who work in urban areas tend to encounter
more problems in supportability.IV

6. The attitudes of those teachers who work in public kindergartens, with administrative jobs and
qualifications on early and special education, tend to be more positive.

7. Those teachers with administrative jobs and qualifications on early and special education show higher
need for advance study on professional skills.

8. “Engagement in administrative job” shows marked influence on “curriculum design” and “teaching
strategy and assessment.”

9. “Special education background” could predict the attitudes, importance, and the need for professional
skill in relation to the

implement of inclusive education. Finally, this thesis will provide recommendations to administrative

departments, preschool educational department, and teachers for further research.

Keywords:Preschool Inclusive Education, Inclusion Attitude, Professional Knowledge
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